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COMING TO A FIELD NEAR YOU 
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By GRAEME WILSON 

Deputy Political Editor 

MINISTERS aim to provide 
7,500 new plots for gipsy 
caravans — costing taxpay- 
ers £97million, the Tories 
claimed yesterday. 

They will be sited in dozens of 
new camps across England and 
could house 25,000 travellers. 

There are already 4,900 State- 
funded pitches which accommodate 
around 6,700 caravans 

Critics say councils have been 
told to use compulsory purchase 
orders to buy land if local people 
oppose the plans. 

Shadow Communities Secretary 
Eric Pickles said last night: “Commu- 
nities across the country face the 
bombshell of having a traveller 
camp dumped on their backyard, 
whether they like it or not. 

“It’s not fair that hard working 
families have to save up to get on 
to the housing ladder, while travel 
lers get special treatment. Councils 
are powerless to resist these regional 


Pitching up ... a travellers' camp 

targets." Communities minister Iain 
Wright is expected to announce 
within weeks how the £97million 
earmarked will be spent over the 
next three years. 

But figures obtained by the Tories 
show that up to 7,500 pitches are 
planned. 

They include 1,674 in the South 
West. 1,298 in the South East and 
1,187 in the East. 

The Department for Communities 
said the proposals would help elimi 
nate illegal camps and slash the 
£18million annual cost of evictions 
from them g.wilson@the-sun.co.uk 




